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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. POE of Texas).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 5, 2013.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TED POE to

act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Eugene Hemrick, Catholic
University of America, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:

Lord, paraphrasing the love of St.
Francis, may this Congress be an in-
strument of Your peace. Where there is
hatred, let it sow love; where there is
injury, pardon; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy.

0O, Divine Master, grant that our Con-
gress may not so much seek to be con-
soled as to console, to be understood as
to understand, to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive; it is
in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is
in dying that we are born again to eter-
nal life.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.
Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr. BERA)

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BERA of California led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

—————

THE THURSDAY INCIDENT AT THE
CAPITOL

(Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on Thursday, the Capitol was
in lockdown when Miriam Carey led
the police on a frightening high-speed
chase that sadly resulted in her death.
Initial reports say she may have been
delusional, paranoid, and had a pre-
scription for schizophrenia medication.

The incident shows that a person
with untreated or undertreated mental
illness does not need a firearm to cause
harm. It reminds us of an issue that
we’ve been talking about since the
tragedy at Newtown, and even before—
the problems with our Nation’s mental
health system.

There were 38,000 suicides in our
country recently, 750,000 attempts. The
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee has identified inefficient out-
patient and inpatient treatment. State
involuntary commitment laws are fail-
ing to help those with schizophrenia
and paranoid delusions. Community
mental health centers are underfunded.
Federal privacy laws have problems,
and NIMH is woefully underfunded.

I will be introducing legislation soon
to deal with these mental health

issues. I ask my colleagues to help us
deal with serious mental illness in a se-
rious way.

———

MR. SPEAKER, THIS IS NOT A
GAME

(Mr. BERA of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BERA of California. Mr. Speaker,
day No. 5 of the government shut-
down—day No. 5.

Yesterday you said something that I
couldn’t agree with more, Mr. Speaker.
Yesterday you said, ‘“‘This is not a
game.”’

Last night, my staff gave me a letter
from one of my constituents, Sarah
from Folsom. Her close friend is bat-
tling a rare bone cancer. She has been
in chemotherapy and she is fighting for
her life. She has a 1-year-old daughter.

She was recently accepted into a
clinical trial, a last chance to try to
save herself and save her life. Now Con-
gress has shut down that trial and put
the trials on hold. Here’s what Sarah
says:

Please don’t let her daughter grow up
without a mother.

Mr. Speaker, I couldn’t agree with
you more. This is not a game. This is
real life.

—————

PAY OUR MILITARY ACT

(Mr. BROOKS of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I speak on the House floor for the
third straight day to request that
President Obama obey the Pay Our
Military Act that fully funds, also, de-
fense workers who support the Armed
Forces. Since every defense worker, by
definition, supports the Armed Forces,
furloughs for every defense worker
should end.
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